Withstanding the test of time

AFTER NEARLY A CENTURY,
A WOMAN’S WORK
IS NEVER DONE

by Jeannete Ross
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gracefully accept defear even when dished our by 2 woman, a

Texas couple, and 2 man in stoic pursuit of a goal. Their effons
resulted in creating and then preserving a picce of historic beauty in
Ridgeficld.

It is alsa the story of Alinacraig, a grand estate on Ridgefield’s High Ridge
Road, but we'll get to that in 2 minute.

The women in question are Emily Eaton Hepburn, she of exceptionally
strong will whao buili Altnacraig, and Ellen Biddle Shipman, who lindscaped
the estate. The rwo men were E. K. Rossiter, the mangdons architect; and A.
Barton Hepburn, a wealthy banker who paid for it all. The couple is Bob

.P'] —Yhis is 2 story of two strong women. two men who know how 10
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and Gayle Perry. who now own a few picoes of that history. The final person
in the story is Roger Petersan, who developed the propenty and played a cen-
tral role in preserving the last vestiges of Alinacraig.

The Past

If you belitve in ghosts, or even if you don't. it's not hard to imagine whart a
time it was when Altnscraig was in its heyday. Altnacraig, which means high
crag in Scottish, was the summer house of Emily and Barton Hepbutn. They
lived in New York City, but spent many summers in New England, she
being a narive of Vermont. In the early 1900s, Emily set abour finding a
suitable town for 2 summer home — it had ro be accessible ro New York by
train — and happened upon Ridgeficld She hired Mr. Rossiter to design the
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mansion, and around 1910, while Barton was traveling abroad, Emily over-
saw 115 construction, It was @ formal, classic design, with a brosd porticn
flanked by four lonic columns that suppored a classic pediment. The
columes were Barton’s suggestinn, and it seems they were aboun his enly sue-
chﬁ_ﬂ :.ug;rs:iu:n wh:[c le ]|n|.|‘.: was concerned. Mr. Rossiter diljhll F:r-:
mizch berrer. as Emily reworked many of his plans. He argued his case, saw it
was futile, and sertled his nerves in Bermuda,

Upon completion, there were 20 rooms and a servanis’ wing for the nine
F"I.‘f)prr 1 |_:'u:|1|: to e the mansion. |'-J'I:1j|_}|' WAt d{li-ghll:d “‘i[h hﬂ oW hnmc.
except for one thing. An otherwise outstanding view was marred by "an old
Conneaicut house of nondescripr lineage™ which sat upan the property,
sccording, o Daughter of Vermom, 3 biography of Emily Hephurn by
leabelle Keating Savell. Secing thar it

grew up on army outposts in the American West, Ellen’s love of gandens was
shaped by those she saw while visiting ber grandparents in New Jersey. They
were old-fachioned American gardens, lush and richly textured. She became
an a_n:l_l_unp“:..ﬁnj E.m!rnrr and got inta |JI1\."F'.'1PiﬂR i'!'-'!]."il'lg a fiend, Charles
Adams Flaw, an architect who did not have the horticultural knowledge 1o
execute his clegant designs. From 1910 1o 1920 Fllen worked with 2 number
of archirects; and from 1920 on she ran 2 busy all-wonan office in New
York City. She also hranched out inte designing architecture to complement
her garden designs

See e of timer page 4

would serve nicely as a gardener’s
cottage, Emily decided 1o have the
ollending structte moved doan the
hill and arranged with 2 local houss
mover to do i, Unformunaely, the
man was not clear on some derails,
and instead of consulting with

Emily, he wrote to Barten for further
instructions. Barton thought the idea
frivalous and foolhardy and put the
kibosh on the entire plan. And so
the house sat, for three years until
Barton went away again, this time to
Canada. Emily wasted not a minure
rehiring the house mover. This time,
no doubt, he was clear an his mis.
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The old house was sizeable, and
hzd a barn ateached o0t The sty
gocs that the hapless house mover
jacked up the structure, got it en
tollers. and was looking forward 1o
another successful job when things
went awry. As the hill started to drop
away the house, on its rallers, picked
up speed and began a rollicking ride
downward, Like Dorothy's faum-
house it 100k on a life of its own
until it erached 1o a stop. The good
news was that it was acrually quite
near s destinad location. The bad
news was that the barn wre away
and the house was damaged,
although 1t could be repaired.

All's well thar ends well. Emily got
her view. The Perrys pot their view
iderails to come). The gardener pre-
surmably got his cottage. And Baron
on his retuen, bless his gold-plared
heart, was wise enough 1o see there
wat mo arguing about it and kept his
mwouth shur.

Had Emily not moved the houss,
she wouldn't have had a sweeping
hillside that required lindecaping
and shie wouldnt have hired Ellen
!H:{‘hjEf RE'li}F:!'lﬂll. _I'll';l J!Hlll! ‘Il'l\
time, Ellen was embarking on a
career a5 a landscape architect. no
small fear for 2 woman just after the
wurn of the century. Although che

of the house!

N@@Cl StOOIS?
We ve got them!

Gatherings has the largest selection of
kitchen and bar stools in the area --
from contemporary to classic, wood

Just off 1-95 on the Stamford/ Greenwich line!
1930 west main street (re. 1) * stamford, ct » 203.961.9880

M on 195 Bt & left at bght = 3 on |:95: Eat & Ind light go-right,

gatheringsfurniture.com

Gathenngs 5 on lef, on the corner of Re |
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