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An H’iﬂtw-ﬂﬂiﬁtﬁi houss lrnﬂﬂ' construction on Shadow Lane in H.Iﬁgl.'.!'rl.!lﬂ

IU'S not easy hecomin’ yreen

Builder has to meet strin gent rfguuemﬁm‘; to make house Ener )y Star qﬁzrrfnf

Br HAROLD F. COBIN

tle bir bemer, a limle hir righeer”

explains Fuoger Petersen about his

decision to build an environmentally
respansible gn“n " house.

With puinstaking attention to sealing
the house’s walls and ventilation svstem
from leaks, Perersen hopes 1o exceed the
federal povernment's minimum rating foran
energy-etticient home under its Energy Star
Program.

“It’sa lu.nu.ub process, said Petersen as
he watched engineers from a building-sys-
tems coneulting firm still finding leaks in the
vennlation duv:m ork during its third inspec-

({]:Ehough: we could build houses a lit-

Srianth Puttagunta, an engineer with the bullding
systems consulting firm Sfeven Winter Associates
Ing. of Norwalk, attaches a fan to the house's ventil-
Iation system to test for leaks,

B

Joines henween ducrs must be sealed
with mustic, not duct tape, and leaks sealed
with caulking, said Petersen, who's working
with the project’s scoond ventilation con-
fractor.

When finished, the house will be so
tightly built, an exchange sysem will be
nesded o replace the air n it every four
hours.

The whole concepr is “vensilare, venti-
Late, ventilate,” Petersen =ad. Even as the
interior air 15 replaced, the temperature of
the #ir being exhausted is rransferred o the
new air, lessening the nead to cool it in the
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